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Shepherd's Corner 
Report from Malawi 

 

Recently there have been some developments in our missionary work in Malawi 
we would like to tell you about. We regularly exchange emails with the elder-
ship of the Tambala congregation that is overseeing the work we support in that 
area. The following is a recent exchange with them. (Orange = Decatur; Blue = 
Tambala) 
 

I greet you dear brother in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
(Ndikukhulupira kuti muli bwino kwambiri, ifenso kuno tili bwino.) 
 

We have woken up to a great news on what God has done through our 
brothers , brother Alex and brother Martin and brother Biswick. They were 
on a long to Nsanje district along the border of Malawi and Mozambique, 
this is a start we were hoping for and the results are above our expectations, 
they were at an area called Mphanga village in a traditional Authority Ten-
gani, Nsanje district, they found about over 200 people gathered to hear the 
gospel, and amazingly out 200 people 86 people were baptized, what a story 
to share and we are told that on their way home they received a call that 56 
more want to be baptized, they might return there again. So we will like to 
request if there might a possibility of Bibles, the way things are, we will 
need more Bibles for the growth of the new souls.  
 

We usually do not always ask about this but it was so burdening to hear sto-
ries of hunger from that area, while there our  brothers attended funeral of 
a young boy aged 9 who died of hunger, they said they have witnessed a 
hunger they have never seen in their entire life, people are eating unknown 
food (I will attach a photo of that ) and they said this was not the only death 
of hunger but there have been so many in the past months, please keep us in 
your prayers and if you have the possibility of helping us please do so be-
cause our men would surely work well if they can reach out to people like 
that in both words and deeds. 
 

Ambuye akudalitseni achimwene 
(may the Lord bless you brothers) 
 

F. Kanyenje  
 



 

                 
 

Villagers coming together to hear the gospel and our Brothers Alex, Martin, Biswick 
teaching them. 
 

                   
 

                          Gathering for baptism                         One of almost 150 baptisms  

 

           

The mystery food many in Malawi are 
forced to eat, trying to survive! 



Dear Brother,  
We were thrilled to hear of the recent conversations. That is WONDERFUL! We are so en-
couraged by the great work you all are doing for the Lord's Kingdom. At the same time we 
are heart broken to hear of the death of the young man and I'm sure others who are suffer-
ing the same fate. We wish we could just flip a switch and make everything better but we 
know it doesn't work like that.  In our daily prayers and many of our public prayers we are 
mentioning the suffering as well as the conversions that are going on in Malawi. I wish we 
could do more to help you. One thing we can do is continue to support you financially. 
Again we know this isn't enough to solve all problems but maybe it will help. We have sent 
you $3000 through the usual WU channels. We  have absolute confidence in your eldership 
to us it where it is most needed. Maybe use some for Bibles, some for food or whatev-
er.  You are much closer to the situation than we are so we are trusting you to make those 
decisions. May God bless you & we will continue to pray. Keep us posted. We love you all. 
 

Achimwene, 
(Brothers) 
Ndikhulupilira kuti muli bwino,  
(I hope you are well) 
 

We are all doing well here, we have waken up to a cold weather this morning, the 
rains have been coming for the past few days but it has come when the damage have 
been done and the crops cannot survive. We will try to plant the winter crops and we 
will be using the water pump to do the irrigation. 
 

We are so thankful for the gift of $3000 that you have sent to us, you cannot imagine 
how much help this will do to the people in our reach, firstly we bought food for fami-
lies in the church who are starving and they received the food parcels last Sunday “ I 
was so touched when one of the oldest woman in our church , Cheyabe knelt down 
and asked the church to join her in prayer for Decatur church, “today our families 
will have a proper meal because of Decatur Church’s generosity, we pray that God 
will continue to bless them & their work. 
 

Then our men in missions, Alex, Martin, Gift & Biswick went out to Nsanje district 
yesterday where they gave out over 200 bags of maize flour & 86 Bibles to the people 
that were baptized a week ago & those in dire need of food in this new church, we are 
really preaching the word in a way that is touching many lives, we are so grateful for 
your help & proud of our men in mission. On Sunday they will head to the same dis-
trict of Nsanje where they will do another food distribution & have out more Bibles to 
the new church which was planted through a WBS student which  brother Alex & 
Martin baptized last year, I will also give you an update on that as well. 
 

Ambuye apitilize kukudalitsani, timakukondani, 
 

In Christian love, 
F. Kanyenje  



 

                 
 

          Gathering for food distribution         One strong lady! Can you imagine 
                                                                    to raise twins in those conditions?  
  

                   
 

                       Taking it home                                             Distributing Bibles 

 

In addition to the work being done out of Tambala, in another area Juap William 
is still making converts. We hope Juap will be attending a branch of Bear Valley 
Bible Institute, there in Malawi, beginning in August. Juap was the Pentecostal 
"Bishop" who brought the 16 "churches" with him. We have helped him finan-
cially on several occasions.  
 
 

 



 

 
 

Our work in Malawi continues on at least 2 fronts. Please continue to pray for 
the work going on there. Also include our Christian Brothers and Sisters in your 
prayers. They face dangers other than the shortage of food. Juap's home has 
been broken into and he and his wife attacked and hospitalized by Muslim ex-
tremists. It is difficult for us to understand a world where we are persecuted for 
our beliefs and our biggest concern at dinner time is McDonalds or Burger King 
not "do I eat today or wait until tomorrow?" We are so blessed! Let's do our best 
to help those that aren't! 

Recently Juap requested 56 Bibles for some of 
his most recent converts, some of whom are 
pictured here. We sent $1000 to purchase as 
many Bibles as he could. A Bible, in Chichewa, 
can be purchased there for about $12.50. 



WORSHIP SCHEDULE THIS WEEK 
COME AND JOIN US! 

 

WEEK OF 3/24/2024 THROUGH 03/27/2024 
 

3/24/2024 SUNDAY BIBLE CLASSES 9AM 
 

Class:  The Barnabas Factor 
Teachers:  John Cooper & Mitchell Etheredge 

Where:  Auditorium 
 

Class:  New Testament Church Problems 
Teacher:  Alan Watkins 
Where:  Fellowship Hall 

 

Class:  Leadership of Jesus 
Teachers:  Tim Simpson & Andrew Macon 

Where:  Classroom 2 
 

Teenage Bible Class (6 - 12 Grade) 
Teacher:  Keith Jett 
Where:  Teen Room 

 

The Bridge - Nursery Thru 5TH Grade 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
3/24/24 10AM Worship Service - In the Auditorium 

5:00PM Worship Service 
OR WATCH LIVE STREAM ON: 

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/DecaturCoC/ 
YOUTUBE: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmt9ZXk_fXzu6pGl4H5UpQA 

 

3/27/2024 WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASSES 6:30 PM  
 

Class:  
Where:  Auditorium 

Teacher - Steve Gober 
 

Class:  Book of John 
Where: Fellowship Hall 
Teacher - Alan Watkins 

 

Ladies Bible Class 
Where:  Room 5/6 

Teacher - Donna Lamp 
 

Teenage Bible Class (6th - 12 Grade) 
Where:  Teen Room 
Teacher - Keith Jett 

 

The Bridge - NURSERY THRU 5TH GRADE 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

https://www.facebook.com/DecaturCoC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmt9ZXk_fXzu6pGl4H5UpQA






SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE 
LESSON OUTLINE 

(03/24/2024) 

PLAY CATCH WITH YOUR CHILDREN 
Prov. 22:6 

 

INTRO: 
1.  Last Sunday morning we looked at growing old. 
2.  Today let’s think about children and grandchildren. 

 

I. GOD’S WISDOM IS SEEN IN HIS CONCERN FOR TEACH-
ING CHILDREN. 
A.  God knows our capacity for learning at every age. Deut. 6:4-7 

 B.  The child will become the adult that he is trained to be. 
 

II. TRUTH IS ESSENTIAL FOR THE LIFE OF THE SOUL. 
 A.  It is the staff of spiritual life. Matt. 4:4 
 B.  Ignorance leads to the starvation of the souls. 
 C.  Error is its poison and truth is its healing medicine.  

D.  Training is necessary. Prov. 29:15  
 

III. MUCH OF WHAT IS TAUGHT IS ACTUALLY CAUGHT. 
A.  Character is a stream flowing down on our children. 
B.  Example teaches without a tongue. (1 Pet 3:1, 2) 

 C.  Precept points the way, but example carries us along. 
 

IV. CHILDREN UNCONSCIOIUSLY IMITATE WHAT THEY 
SEE. 

 A.  They need good examples. 
B.  What we are, our children will likely be. Prov. 16:31  

 

V. SOME FOLKS DO NOT GET BETTER WITH AGE. 
A.  Some complain more the older they get. Phil. 2:14  

 B.  We may exaggerate problems and minimize blessings. 
 

CONC: 
1.  The road to success is always under construction. 
2.  A grey-haired Christian should be someone worth imitating. 
3.  Little eyes are watching. 



OUR SICK 
Hollen Seay had a retina reattached 
on Wednesday. Surgery went well and 
he is at home. Send cards to – 510 
Everett Dr. S.W., Decatur, AL 35601. 
Please keep him in your prayers. 
Amy Foote is having some health is-
sues. Send cards to – 3294 E Upper 
River Road, Somerville, AL 35670. 
Please keep her in your prayers. 
Doyle Rochester is home after being 
exposed to COVID on Sunday & Mon-
day evening. He has no symptoms at 
this time. Please keep him in your 
prayers. 
James Satterfield, the father of Ty-
lerann Betterton was taken to the ER 
with possible kidney stones. Please 
keep him in your prayers. 
Rudy, the father of Megan Jett, had a 
massive heart attack and was taken to 
Vanderbilt. Please keep him in your 
prayers. 
Tim Pierce (Update 03/17), son of Do-
ris Soden, is home and doing well after 
back surgery last week. Send cards to 
- 68 County Road 567, Town Creek, 
AL 35672. Please keep Tim in your 
prayers. 
Bobby Roy, a friend of Sam Allison, 
continues to have health issues. Send 
cards of encouragement to – 12 Cloud 
St., Falkville, AL 35622. Please keep 
him in your prayers. 
Dillon & Patti Bayes are the grand-
parents of Hannah Burchell. He is un-
der hospice care and she had surgery. 
Send cards to – 453 County Rd. 77, 
Rogersville, AL 35652. Please keep 
them in your prayers. 
Darryl Macon (Update 03/17), the fa-
ther of Andrew Macon, is taking chemo 
treatments. Send cards to – 246 E. 
Peach Rd., Winnsboro, SC 29180. 
Please continue to keep him in your 
prayers. 

Harper (Update 03/10), the 9 year old 
girl waiting on a heart transplant, re-
ceived a new heart on March 8. Please 
see Jan Kalonick if you would like addi-
tional information. Send cards to – Har-
per, C/O Donna Struntz (grandmother), 
P.O. Box 5102, Cresaptown, MD 2515. 
Please continue to keep her in your 
prayers.  
Addison McGuire (Update 03/13), the 
12 year old family member of Steve 
Wilson, continues to improve. Send 
cards of encouragement to - Addison 
McGuire, Room 509 (PICU), Le Bon-
heur Children’s Hospital, 50 North 
Dunlap, Memphis, TN 38103. Please 
continue to keep Adddison and her 
family in your prayers. 
Our Sympathy to Earl Morris in the 
passing of his brother, Jack Morris. A 
graveside service was held on Monday 
at Roselawn Cemetery. Send cards to 
Earl & Olga Morris, 140 Jackson Way 
S.E., Decatur, AL 35603. Please keep 
the family in your prayers during this 
time of loss. 

 

OUR MEMBERS 
Ed & Winda Anderson, Dan Chenault, 
Robbie & Aloma Clark, Terri Davis, 
Troy & Faye Demastus, Mitch & Bon-
nie Elswick, Harold & Paula Fagan, 
Hugh Garrett, Dickie Goode, Effie 
Hammonds, Mary Harris, Lynda Hol-
bert, Malcolm Jones, Roger & Jan 
Kalonick, Jane Lee, Bill McWhorter, 
Norene Mullican, Carolyn Nash, Tan-
ya Ramos, Jennifer Robbins, Jamie 
Sparkman, Mack Stillwell, Thelma 
Strock, Daveny Vinson, Bill & Diane 
Warren, Dana Watts, Doug Weath-
erspoon, Teresa Wells, Doyle Whit-
low, Virginia Woodall, Jane Yeager. 

 
 

FRIENDS OR RELATIVES OF OUR 
MEMBERS 

Tiffany Allen, Jack Amos,, Kim Ander-
son, Doug Andrews, Jonna Barrier, 

Will Bennett, Sue Bevis, Billy Tom 
Blankenship, Judy Boles, Nellie Cald-
well, James Colonel, John Cordes, 
Larry Burress, Dale Dilbeck, Ray-
mond Driggers, Beth Gardner, Donna 
Hammonds, Betty Hawkins, Shane 
Haynes, David Ives, Chloe James, 
Ricky Johnson, Atticus Lane, Tim 
Martin, Ruth McCaskey, Mike Miller, 
Monica Parker, Charlotte Pereira, Ta-
maya Plott, Jo Robbins, Peggy Robin-
son, Diane Russ, Sandra Stancil, Har-
per Struntz, Cheryl Stubbs, Becky 
Swanger, David Taylor, Samuel Tay-
lor, Betty Thomas, Freddy Thomas, 
Abel Vonada, Albert Vinsant. 

 

SHUT-INS 
Pauline “Polly” Baker, Marian Brad-
ford, Betty Bunch, Patsy Cagle, Mary 
Harris, Jane Hartselle, Austin Inman, 
Jean League, Widdy Riley, Shirley 
Smith, Wanda Smith, Charlotte Tay-
lor. 

 

IN MILITARY SERVICE 
Riley Fagan, Zac Hanford, 

 

NURSING HOME ADDRESSES 
1. Country Cottage 
     (256) 301-1800 
      2515 Old Moulton Road 
      Decatur, AL 35603 
2. Decatur Health & Rehab USA 
      2326 Morgan Avenue 
      Decatur, AL 35601 
      (256) 340-5765 
3. Falkville Nursing Home 
     10 West 3rd Street 
      Falkville, AL 35622 
      (256) 784-5291 
4. NHC Healthcare 
      (256) 974-1146 
      300 Hospital Street 
      Moulton, AL 35650 
5. Summerford Nursing Home 
      (256) 784-5275 
      4085 Hwy 31 S.W. 
      Falkville, AL 35622 
6. River City Care & Rehab 
      (256) 355-6911 
      1350 14th Ave. S.E. 
      Decatur, AL 35601 



NAME   ADDRESS      PHONE NO. 
 

Polly Baker  2867 Vaughn Bridge Rd., Hartselle, AL 35640  256-778-3027 
 

Marion Bradford 2005 13th St. S.E., Decatur, AL 35601   256-353-4674 
 
Betty Bunch  1307 Pennylane S.E., Decatur, AL 35601   256-350-3045 
 

Patsy Cagle  1714 Westmeade St. S.W., Decatur, AL 35601  256-353-3525 
 

Della Carmon  649 Piercefield Drive, Richmond Hill, GA 31324   
 
Beverly Fite  2110 Birch St. S.E., Decatur, AL 35601   256-476-3565 
 

Mary Harris  1009 Line Street, Apt. 123, Decatur, AL 35601  256-353-2110 / 
Cell – 256-306-1103 
 

Jane Hartselle  1121 9th Ave. S.E., Decatur, AL 35601   256-353-7832 
 

Austin Inman  2306 Duncansby Dr. S.W., Decatur, AL 35603  256-318-6154 
 

Widdy Riley  210 Wilson St. N.E., Apt. 2031, Decatur, AL 35601  256-303-4567 
 

Shirley Smith  C/O Legacy Village of Jacksonville, Room 314,        256-345-2986 
   1116 James Hopkin Rd. Jacksonville, AL 36265 

 

Wanda Smith  1420 Danville Rd. S.W., Decatur, AL 35601   256-353-6693 
 

Virginia Woodall 1541 Berkely St. S.W., Decatur, AL 35603   256-686-2760 

This is the current listing of our Shut-In Members along with their address and phone number. Please 
check on them by calling or dropping a card in the mail to let them know they are missed and being 
thought about. 



MEN’S RETREAT 
The Men’s Retreat is To-
night and tomorrow. If you 
have any questions, con-
tact Alan Watkins. 

 

PAJAMA PARTY NIGHT 
Tonight starting at 7:00 
PM,  ladies of all ages of 
the Decatur Congregation, 
are invited to the home of 
Jeanne Simpson for a night 
of fellowship. You can come 
and go or stay all night. 
Please contact Jeanne at - 
256-654-7675 if you have 
any questions. 

 

SPECIAL FRIENDS 
BRUNCH 

Tomorrow at 9:30 AM in 
the Fellowship Hall. The 
hostesses are Debbie Wig-
gins and Ginger Spurlin. 
Please contact one of them 
if you have any questions. 

 

BROOKDALE CEDAR 
SPRINGS DEVO 

Sunday, March 24, 2024 
at 1:30 PM 

 

 
 
 
 

LADIES TUESDAY 
MORNING BIBLE CLASS 

This class meets every 
Tuesday morning at 9:30 
AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
Our next meeting is March 
26. 

 

LADIES TUESDAY 
NIGHT CLASS 

This class meets every oth-
er Tuesday night. Our next 
meeting is March 26 at 6:00 
PM in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

LADS TO LEADERS 
CONVENTION 

March 28 – March 31 
Nashville, Tennessee 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
FELLOWSHIP MEAL 

Our next Wednesday Night 
Fellowship Meal is April 3 at 
5:00 PM in the Annex. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
SINGING 

Our next Wednesday Night 
Singing is April 3 at 6:30 
PM in the Auditorium. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

WALK4WATER 
This event is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 6, at 8:30 
AM at Wilson Morgan Park. 
Registration is now open. If 
you have any questions, 
contact Robert Guinn. 

 

LADIES RETREAT 
IN NOVEMBER 

There is a sign-up sheet on 
the bulletin board for all la-
dies who want to go on the 
ladies retreat in November. 
The dates of the retreat are 
Nov. 14 – 17 and it will be 
at Smith Lake like last year.  
There are 24 spaces avail-
able. Please sign the sheet 
if you want to go. If you 
have any questions, con-
tact Suzanne Garrett. 

 

2024 FOOD COMMITTEE 
We still need coordina-
tors for the months of Oc-
tober and November. If 
you can coordinate one of 
these months, please sign 
your name on the list on the 
bulletin board and let 
Janice Watkins know. 



 
 
 
 
Decatur Church of Christ (03/11), 
Thank you so much for being apart of 
God’s healing for Will. Your prayers, 
cards and donations where greatly 
appreciated! Our son is doing great. 
He is now driving and about to start a 
college course this Spring. The Lord 
has been so good to us! His healing 
is Mighty! 
In God’s hands, 
Ty, Stacey (Reaves), Will Bennett 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

31st Annual Acappella Singing 
Arab Church of Christ 

1005 North Main Street 
Arab, AL 35016 

Friday, March 29 
7:00 PM 

Join us for a great evening of Singing 
and Fellowship 

Snacks served around 9:00 PM 
 

Adventureland School 
2024-25 Fall Registration Dates 

at Beltline Church of Christ 
 

Friday, March 1 
Registration opens to current stu-
dents, their siblings, and Beltline 

members 
Monday, Mar. 11 - Friday, Mar. 15 

Spring Break. The school and 

office will be closed. 
Monday, March 18 

Registration opens up to 
the community 

 

Classes are filled on a first come, first 
served basis. Registration forms 
(available 2/20/24), current immuniza-
tion record and $50 fee (cash / check 
only) are due at the time of registra-
tion. All registration begins at 9:30 
AM in the Adventureland lobby. 

 

Ladies’ Day 
Crestview Church of Christ 

2001 US Hwy 31 
Boaz, AL 35957 

Date: 
Saturday, April 13 

Time: 
9:00 - 12:00 PM 

(with lunch to follow) 
Guest Speaker: 

Amber Spann 
Theme: 

“When Life Gives You Lemons” 



  MARCH 2024 
 

               1st
 –  Doyle Whitlow 

      2
nd

 -  Shirley Roberts 

               4
th

 –  Philip Miller 

      Mack Stillwell 

               6
th

 –  Mary Harris 

               Honesty Stoner 

      9
th 

 - Betty Bunch 

    10
th

 -  Roger Kalonick 

               Elizabeth Michael
 

             12
th

 –  Felicia Moody  

             13
th

 –  Jan Kalonick 

             14
th

 –  Jeff Ellis 

             15
th

 –  Virginia Woodall 

            16
th

 -   Carol Etheredge 

              17
th

 –  Linda Dillard 

            21
st 

 -   Steve Gober 

            23
rd

 -   Reid Wells 

            25
th

 -   Robbie Loyd 

            27
th

 -   McKinley Michael 

            28
th

 -   Tylerann Betterton 

       Everett Kirby 

            31
st 

 -   Patsy Cagle 



March 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
-Brookdale Cedar 

Springs Devo 
1:30 PM 

—————————————————- 

“Come & Go”  
Baby Shower for 

Bethany Hall. 
3:00 - 4:30 PM 
Fellowship Hall 

————————————————— 

Area Wide 
Youth Devo - 
Hartselle CoC 

4 
 

5 
Ladies Bible Class 

9:30 AM 

6 
Fellowship Meal 

5:00 PM 
In the Annex 

—————————————————- 

Singing Night 
6:30 PM 

 
 
 

7 
 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9 
Teacher’s 

Appreciation Dinner 
5:30 PM 

in the Annex 

 

10 
Brookdale Cedar 

Springs Devo 
1:30 PM 

————————————————— 

Youth & Family 
Devo after the 
PM Service in 

the Annex 

11 
Monday Night 
for the Master 

6:00 - 8:00 
in the Annex 

12 
Ladies Bible Class 

9:30 AM 
————————————————-- 

Ladies Class 
6:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

 

13 

 
 
 

 

14 
 

15 
 
 
 

 

16 
Men’s Meeting: 

8 AM - Breakfast 
8:30 AM - Meeting 

 

17 
Brookdale Cedar 

Springs Devo 
1:30 PM 

18 19 

Ladies Bible Class 
9:30 AM 

 

20 
 
 

 
 

 

21 
 

 

22 
Men’s Retreat 

——————————————————-- 

Ladies Pajama Party 
Night at the home of 

Jeanne Simpson 
7:00 PM 

23 
Men’s Retreat 

—————————————————— 

Special Friends 
Brunch 

9:30 AM 
Fellowship Hall 

24 
Brookdale Cedar 

Springs Devo 
1:30 PM 

 
 
 

25 
 

 

26 
Ladies Bible Class 

9:30 AM 

————————————————- 

Ladies Class 
6:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

27 

 
 

 
 

28 
L2L 

Convention 
Nashville, TN 

29 
GOOD FRIDAY 

——————————————————— 

L2L 
Convention 

Nashville, TN 

30 
L2L 

Convention 
Nashville, TN 

 
 

31 
EASTER 

—————————————————- 

L2L 
Convention 

Nashville, TN 

      


